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DOLGELLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
DOLGELLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health 
Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1934. 

The  population  of  the  district  again 
declined  this  year  by  401. 

There  were  28  fewer  live  births  than  in  the 
previous  year  but  the  rate  per  1,000  population 
was  higher  and  Infantile  Mortality  was  lower. 

There  were  fewer  deaths  than  in  1953°  Of 
these,  cancer  was  the  cause  of  17,  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year,  as  were  the  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis. 

There  was  no  major  epidemic  of  infectious 
disease  and  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning. 

Progress  was  made  in  housing,  both  Council 
and  private;  new  Water  and  Sewerage  schemes 
were  undertaken  or  are  in  the  preliminary  stages. 

Caravan  sites  were  supervised  and  though 
most  were  satisfactory,  improvement  should  be 
insisted  on  when  main  services  are  available. 

I 7d.sh  to  thank  Mr.  Idwal  Roberts,  M.S.I.A. , 
M.R.S.I.  for  his  co-operation  during  the  year 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

EVAN  RICHARDS, 

M.R.C.  S.  , L.Rc  C.Po , DoP,  H. 

District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres 

Rateable  Value  . . . ...  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General’ s 
figures)  .oe  .o.  o.» 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(according  to  the  Rate  Books 
at  end  of  year)  ...  ... 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS: 


Births 

Deaths 


150,128 

£30,583 

8,880 

£117:  5:4 


2,881 


1.48 

0.97 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Births  (Live)  

Births  (Still)  ...  . . . 


89 

87 

2 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000 

POPULATION  ...  ...  • 9.8 


LIVE  BIRTHS:  87 

Males  Females 
Total  49  38 

Legitimate  47  37 

Illegitimate  2 1 


illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage 
of  Total  Live  Births)  3»45 


DEATHS: 

Total  Number  93 

Males  - 41  Females  - 52 
Rate  per  1,000  population  10.47 

1953  figures  11.53 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR: 


Total  


O o C O O o 


Males 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Females 

2 

2 


Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births ) ...  ...  ... 

1953  figures 


o • c • 


Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 
Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 
Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 


22.99 

34.78 


23.81 


Nil 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS: 


1 


Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Males 

Nil 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY: 

Deaths  connected  with  childbirth 
and  pregnancy  ...  ...  ... 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER: 

Total  - 17 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS: 

Total  - 2 


Females 

1 

1 


Nil 


1.91 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


0,23 


SECTION  Bo 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 


( 1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY: : 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  holding  appointment 
of  Sanitary  Inspect or/Surveyor. 

( 2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES; 

Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  "by 
the  Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  (bacteriological)  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 

Milk  (tests  for  cleanliness,  for  keeping 
quality  and  for  tuberculosis)  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 
No  charge  is  made  on  the  local  authority 
for  these  tests. 

(3)  AtEUIANCE  FACILITIES : 

Three  Ambulances  stationed  at  Dolgelley. 
Transport  for  sick  cases  can  easily  and 
readily  be  obtained. 

(4)  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS: 

Held  at:  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  - once  a month. 

Dolgelley  - Wesleyan  Chapel  vestry 
every  2 weeks. 

Abergynolwyn  - at  the  Aelwyd  build- 
ing once  a month. 

Corris  - at  the  Institute  onc< 

a month. 

(3)  ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS: 

At  Dolgelley  Hospital  - two  a month. 

(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC : 

At  Dolgelley  Hospital  - two  a month. 


TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC: 


(7) 

Held  at  the  Dolgelley  Hospital  twice  a 
month. 

(8)  DIPHTHERIA  EL.itJNISATIQN: 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Immunisation  of  babies  and  young 
children  is  carried  out  at  the  Primary  Schools. 

(9)  HOSPITALS: 

One  fully  equipped  hospital  at  Dolgelley. 

(10)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other 
than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the 

• © c o o • •00  • o e 

Scarlet  Fever 
Bacillary  Dysentry 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles  . . . ... 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ... 

TUBERCULOSIS 

LEW  CASES:  7 

Pulmonary:  Total 

Males  - 3 

Non-Pulmonary : Total 

Males  - 1 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS:  2 

Pulmonary:  Total  - 2 

Males  - 2 Females  - Nil 
Non-Pulmonary  Total  - Nil 

Males  - Nil  Females  - Nil 


- 4 


13 

1 

Nil 

6 

1 

Nil 

3 


Females  - 1 


- 3 


Females  - 2 


* 


FEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING-  1954 
IN  AGE  GROUPS 


New  cases 


Deaths 


Age 

Periods 


Respir- 

atory 


Non- 

Respir-  Respir- 
atory atory 


Non- 

Respir- 

atory 


M F M P M F M F 


0 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

hd 

55 

65 

75 


1 


1 


1 . 

1 1 

1 

1 11 


Total  - 


3 1 


1 2 


2 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  - 1934 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Cancer  Stomach 
u Lung 
" Breast 
" Other  sites  . . . 


Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Influenza  . „ . . . . . . . 

Pneumonia  „ . . . 

Bronchitis  . . „ . . . ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

Diabetes  . . o . . . ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 


M 

2 

1 

1 


3 

4 
7 
1 
1 

5 

2 

1 


2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


P 


1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

10 

2 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 


5 

5 

1 


1 


41  52 


MIIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


No  action  v/as  found  necessary  during  1954. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts 
Houses  - Housing  Acts 
Complaints  investigated 
Factories 
Workshops 

Infectious  Disease  Cases 
Houses  Disinfected 


Petroleum  Acts 
Shops  Acts 

Interviews  with  Owners 
Revisits  to  properties  under  notice 
Bakehouses 


Butchers'  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Milk  Samples  (Schools) 
Water  Samples: 

Local  Authority- 
Private  Supplies 
Proposed  Water  Schemes 
Hill  Farming  Schemes 


or 


repair 


85 

2 

14 

4 


132 

173 

43 

Nil 

3 
5 
5 
9 

4 
91 
84 

2 

3 

24 

24 


105 


Informal  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  . . „ 
Statutory  Notices  served,  P.-H.  A. 
Statutory  Notices  served,  HCA. 


16 

12 

Nil 

Nil 


080 

o 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Conversions  into  habitable  dwellings 
Extensive  repairs  (including  rebuilding 
wall  or  roof,  etc.)  . . . 

Reconditioning  etc.  (Hill  Farming  Schemes) 
New  Drainage  Units  ( do.  ) 

New  Water  Supplies  ( do.  ) 

blouses  connected  to  L.  A Water  Supplies 
do.  do.  to  L.A.  Sewer  schemes 
Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  to  water 
carriage  system 
Repaired  or  made  fit 
Roofs  repaired 

Floors  repaired,  replaced,  ventilated  etc. 
Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 
Windows  replaced,  repaired,  made  to  open  etc. 
Food  Stores  or  ventilated  cupboards 
provided 

Stairs  replaced  or  repaired 
Fire-grates  renewed  (modem  type) , repaired 
or  renewed 

Chimney  stacks  renewed  or  repaired 
External  walls  repointed  ... 

Eaves  gutters  renewed,  repaired  etc.  ... 

Dangerous  'walls  repaired 


DRAINS,  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  REFUSE  ACCOMvlODATION: 

Obstructed  drains  cleaned 
Obstructed  W.  C * s . cleaned 
Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Inspection  covers  renewed 
W.  C.  Basins  renewed 

Other  Nuisances: 

Smoke 

Animals  kept  (improperly) 

Accumulations 


25 

19 

14 

8 

12 

39 

24 

18 

37 

19 

24 

17 

12 

10 


17 

9 

12 

37 

2 


12 

9 

11 

2 

4 


Nil 

Nil 


1 


S - sufficient.  C - chlorination. 

I - insufficient.  F - filtration.  WATlH 


Treat- 

Chem- 

Ur 

Parish 

Village 

Supply 

ment 

ical 

ed 

S 

I 

C 

F Ch 

S 

u 

S 

Brithdir  & 
islawrdref 

Brithdir 

Penmaenpool 

S 

Llanymavvddwy 

Llanymawdduy 

S 

— 

- LG 

- 

- 

- 

Llanfachreth 

Llanfachreth 

S 

— 

- 

- LC 

— 

— 

1 

Rhydymain 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

— 

1 

Llan.egryn 

Llanegryn 

— 

I 

- 

- - 

4 

- 

- 

Llangelynin 

Llv/yngwril 

S 

- 

C 

F - 

- 

- 

- 

Tonfannau 

s 

- 

C 

F - 

— 

- 

- 

Rhoslefain 
Barmouth  ) 

s 

Junction  ) 
Friog  ) 

s 

mm 

c 

F - 

Fairboume 

Arthog 


Llanelltyd 

Llanelltyd  S 

- C 

F - - - - 

Taicynhaeaf  S 

- - 

F - - - - 

Llanenddwyn 

Llanddvr/we- 

I^fryn  S 

- c 

F - - - - 

tr wch-  *y~g:raig 

Ganllvjyd  S 

- c 

F - - - - 

Llandduwe- 

is-ygraig 

Talyilyn 

Talybont  S 

Corris  ) 

- c 

F - - - - 

Upper  Corris)  S 
Ab  erll ef enni ) 

- c 

F - - - - 

Llanfihangel 

Abergynolwyn  S 
Llanfihangel  - 

Mailed 

Dinas  Mavrdd\vy)S 
Aberangell  ) 

Mallwyd . ) 

Llanaber 

Bontddu  3 

4-2 

St#FLIES 

LC 

Ch 

- limestone  chips. 

- chemical,  SA  - soda  ash. 

-act . 

3at- 

ater 

Exam. 

Treat- 
ed Water 

S.  E.  - stana 

Total  Connect- 
ions 

pipe,  u - unsatisiacouxy  • 
Remarks 

U 

S 

u 

In 

S.P. 

I: 

i 

7 

3 

10 

21 

— 

Satisfactory  W. S.  coupl'd. 

2 

2 

Extension  from  Dolgelley 
completed. 

— 

2 

2 

4 

7 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

5 

— 

6 

34 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

2 

1 

4 

- 

New  scheme  completed. 

- 

3 

- 

7 

81 

7 

Proposal  in  hand  for 
supplementary  scheme. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

193 

9 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

31 

- 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

2 

2 

5 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 
Satisfactory  wat er  supply. 

1 

1 

2 

34 

11 

Ext  ension  df‘  supply  from 
Barmouth  Junction  completed. 

— 

6 

— 

6 

33 

— 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

— 

3 

1 

4 

22 

- 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

4 

- 

4 

279 

11 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

3 

- 

3 

19 

- 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

4 

- 

4 

60 

- 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

2 

3 

2 

7 

185 

3 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

- 

4 

- 

4 

104 

4 

Satisfactory  water  supply. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

5 

- 

3 

94 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Satisfactory  water  scheme. 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

4 

_4 

3 1 

64  1.1 

4 

85 

52 

2 

Satisfactory  water  scheme. 

SUMMARY 


Bacteriological 
S U Total 


Chemical 

S U Total 


Council  Schemes  66  15 

Private  Supplies  2 

Hill  Farming  2 2 

Proposed  Schemes  7 7 


81 

2 

4 

14 


77  24  101 


4 


4 


4 


4 


HOUSING 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  STERLING— HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(1 T (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  374 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  263 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  172 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  84 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  42 

(4)  Number  Qf  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fir  for  human  habitation 


59 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES : 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  37 

^ ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: - 

(a)  By  armors  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling' -houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  we  re  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  Nil 

(*c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  cf  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 

Housing  Act , 1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  In  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 


Nil 


3.  (d)(2)  tenement  or  room  having  "been 

rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  HOUSING-  ACT,  1936  - PART  IV  - OVERCROWING: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  24 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  29 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  118 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  13 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  8 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  35 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect 
to  overcrowding  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 

consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 


o 

ooo 

o 


o 

ooo 

o 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Year 

Tradit- 

ional 

Swedish 

Total 

Llanegryn 

Pre-war 

8 

8 

"Dyffryn 

1945 

4 

- 

4 

do. 

1947 

- 

8 

8 

Ab  ergynolwyn 

1947 

12 

- 

12 

Llanegryn 

1948 

8 

- 

8 

Brithdir 

1948 

- 

4 

4 

Llwyngnril 

1949 

30 

- 

30 

Talybont 

1950 

4 

— 

4 

Bontddu 

1951 

8 

- 

8 

Taicynhaeaf 

1951 

3 

- 

3 

Byffryn 

1951 

11 

- 

11 

do. 

1952 

7 

— 

7 

Rhoslefain 

1952 

12 

- 

12 

Llanfachreth 

1953 

7 

— 

7 

Llanelltyd 

1953 

10 

- 

10 

do. 

1954 

9 

- 

9 

Llanfachreth 

1954 

7 

- 

7 

140 

12 

152 

Art  hog 

UNDER  CONSTRUCTION 
6 

6 

Llanelltyd 

7 

- 

7 

Ganllwyd 

8 

- 

8 

Corris 

15 

— 

15 

36  - 36 


PRIVATE  EUTEKPRISE  HOUSES 

Under 

const  met  ion 
at  beginning 
of  year 

Licences 

issued 

Completed 

Balance 

5 

3 

5 

3 

SEWERAGE  AMD  SWAGE  DISPOSAL 
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Rivers  and  Streams: 


There  are  no  industries  in  the  district  to 
pollute  the  rivers  and  streams  but  there  are  some 
careless  individuals  who  insist  on  throwing  tins 
and  refuse  into  the  streams.  Warning  notices 
are  posted  in  some  localities  to  cease  this 
undesirable  custom  but  it  is  difficult  to  achieve. 


Refuse  Collection: 

The  Council  have  provided  a satisfactory- 
covered  lorry,  the  necessary  staff  and  a number 
of  refuse  disposal  sites  and  undertakes  by  direct 
labout  the  scavenging  of  the  scattered  built-up 
villages  and  houses  en  route  throughout  the  13 
parishes,  which  involves  approximately  320  miles 
per  week.  Twice  weekly  collections  are  made  in 
the  Corris,  Abergynolwyn  and  Llanegryn  areas. 


Smoke  Abatement: 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  respect  during 
the  year. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools: 

There  are  no  public  nor  privately  owned 
swimming  baths  open  to  the  public. 


Eradication  of  Bugs: 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection: 

No  animals  were  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  in  the  area.  ^he  slaughtering  is 
carried  out  at  the  abattoir  in  the  Dolgelley 
Urban  District. 


Other  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  include  the  following: - 


Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Pruit 
Meat 


12  ozs. 

113  lbs  4-  ozs. 
52  lbs. 


Ice  Cream  Premises: 

Number  of  manufacturing  retailers 
registered  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Retailers  registered  24 


Clean  Food  Campaign  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938)  • 

The  model  by-laws  made  under  Section  13  of 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  adopted  by  the 
Council  are  in  operation  and  are  having  effect- 
ive results. 


Bakehouses: 

These  are  small  in  number  and  subject  to 
per  iodic  al  inspection.  They  are  kept  clean  and 

are  limewashed  or  painted  at  intervals.  There 
are  no  underground  bakehouses. 


Workshops : 

These  are  few  in  number  and  small  and  part 
occupied  by  the  owner.  The  sanitary  provisions 
are  on  the  premises  or  nearby. 
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Conclusion: 


The  year  1954  brought  marked  progress  in  the 
number  of  new  houses,  new  water  schemes,  sewerage 
schemes,  imp ro venaent s with  major  housing  repairs, 
reconditioning  and  conversion  of  houses  under  the 
Hill  Farming  Act  which  bring  amenity  to  the 
District  and  a measure  of  satisfaction. 


I am.  Sirs, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


EVAN  RICHARDS, 

M.R.C.S.  , L.R.C.P.  , 

D.F.H. 

District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


IDWAL  ROBERTS, 
M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 


Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor. 


Camlan  Duplicating  Service, 
G-lyndwr,  Dolgelley 


